


For Trap/Pot and Gillnet Buoy Line Marking

The gear marking scheme will require one 4-inch colored mark midway along the buoy line.
Each color code must be permanently affixed on or along the line and each color code must be
clearly visible when the gear is hauled or removed from the water.

Trap/Pot Gear Marking Colors by Area

RED: Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area; Northern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters; Northern Inshore
State Trap/Pot Waters; Stellwagen Bank/ Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area; Great South Channel
Restricted Area overlapping with Lobster Management Area (LMA) 2 and/or the Outer Cape
LMA.

ORANGE: Southern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters.

BLACK: Offshore Trap/Pot Waters; Great South Channel Restricted Area overlapping with the
LMA 2/3 Overlap and/or LMA 3.

See Figure 4 for the locations of the Trap/Pot Areas and LMA’s.

Note: If the color of the rope is the same as or similar to a color code listed above, a white mark
may be substituted for that color code.

Gillnet Gear Marking Colors By Area

GREEN: Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area; Stellwagon Bank/Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area;
Great South Channel Sliver Restricted Area; and Other Northeast Gillnet Waters.

BLUE: Mid/South Atlantic Gillnet Waters.

YELLOW: Southeast U. S. Restricted Area South and Other Southeast Gillnet Waters

Note: If the color of the rope is the same as or similar to a color code listed above, a white mark
may be substituted for that color code.

If you have any questions about these gear marking and surface gear deployment requirements,

please contact the Sustainable Fisheries Division at 978-281-9315.

Sincerely,

Patricia A. Kurkul
Regional Administrator

Enclosures

This small entity compliance guide complies with section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory
Enforcement and Fairness Act of 1996.



Figure 1. Multispecies Regional Management Areas (RMAs)
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50 CFR 648.80(a) requires that gillnet gear in the Gulf of Maine and Georges Bank RMAs
set in an irregular pattern or in any way that deviates more than 30 degrees from the
original course of the set must be marked at the extremity of the deviation with an
additional marker, which must display two or more visible streamers and may either be
attached to or independent of the gear.



Figure 2.

American Lobster Management Areas
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Figure 4. Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan (ALWTRP) Regulated Trap/Pot
Areas (Trap/Pot Areas)
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The trap/pot gear requirements in the ALWTRP vary by geographic area. There are seven trap pot areas:
Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area; Great South Channel Restricted Area; Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys Ledge
Restricted Area; Northern Inshore State Trap/Pot Waters; Northern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters;
Southern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters; and Offshore Trap/Pot Waters. Many of these areas overlap the
Lobster Management Areas (LMA) described in the Federal American lobster regulations found at 50
CFR part 697 subpart B. A guide, providing specific ALWTRP area coordinates, can be found at
http://www.nero.noaa.gov/whaletrp/. Regulations for the trap/pot areas can be found at S0 CFR 229.32.




