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Atlantic Mackerel Fishery
 

New Limited Access Permit System
 
New Vessel Permits Required as ofMarch 1, 2012 

Why we're writing to you 

On March 1,2012, a new vessel permit program will go into effect for Atlantic mackerel. This 
program was developed by the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council in Amendment 11 to the 
Atlantic Mackerel, Squid and Butterfish Fishery Management Plan (Amendment 11). 

In order to fish for, possess or land mackerel after March 1,2012, your vessel must be issued one of 
the new permits. 

This package includes 

•	 An initial application for a limited access mackerel permit (Attached); 
•	 Descriptions of the new permits (page 2); 
•	 Instructions on how to apply for the new limited access mackerel permit (page 2); 
•	 Requirements for qualifying for the new limited access mackerel permit (page 3); 
•	 A table displaying the new permit qualification criteria (pages 6 - 8); and 
•	 Frequently asked questions (pages 9 - 14) 

Where to get more information 

piease review the information in this letter carefully to determine which permit you want to apply 
for and for an overview of the new restrictions for each permit. Although this letter provides the 
information you need to apply for a new mackerel permit, you may also want to review the 
regulations, which can be found on our website at www.nmfs.nero.com. 

This is a new program with many new requirements. If you find that you need assistance with your 
application or have questions about the restrictions, please do not hesitate to call us. 

If you have questions: 
•	 About the permit application or limited access program requirements listed in this letter, 

contact the NERO Permits Office at 978-282-8438. 
•	 About possession limits, other mackerel fishery restrictions, or need background information 

on these new measures, call Sustainable Fisheries at (978) 281-9315. 



Table 3 - Tier 3 Limited Access Permit Eligibility Requirements 
(Each vessel must meet both the permit and landing requirement at time of application.) 

If... 
You will need to meet the following eligibility requirements ... 

Permit Requirement Landing Requirement Baselines 

You are applying with 
the vessel that created 
the permit and landings 
history 

Your vessel must have been 
issued a Federal mackerel 
permit that was valid on March 
21,2007. 

Your vessel must have landed at 
least 1,000 Ib (0.4 mt) of mackerel 
in anyone calendar year between 
March 1, 1994, and December 
31, 2005. 

You must submit: 
• Baseline information (LOA, GRT, NT, 

HP) for your vessel at the time of 
application. 

You must submit: 
Baseline information (LOA, GRT, NT,• 
HP) for your vessel at the time of 
application. 

Your vessel was sold or 
destroyed or transferred 
before March 21, 2007, 
and a mackerel permit 
was not issued to your 
replacement vessel as 
of March 21,2007 

Your vessel must have been 
issued a Federal mackerel 
permit between March 21,2006, 
and March 21, 2007 

Your vessel must have landed at 
least 1,000 Ib (0.4 mt) of mackerel 
in anyone calendar year between 
March 1, 1994, and December 
31,2005. 

You are applying with a 
vessel that is replacing 
another vessel that 
created the permit and 
landings history 

Your vessel must be replacing a 
vessel that was issued a Federal 
mackerel permit that was valid 
on March 21,2007. 

Your vessel must be replacing a 
vessel that landed at least 1,000 
Ib (0.4 mt) of mackerel in anyone 
calendar year between March 1, 
1994, and December 31,2005. 

You must submit: 
• Baseline information (LOA, GRT, NT, 

HP) for BOTH the old and new vessels. 
The vessel that will be issued the permit 
must meet the upgrade restrictions. 

You split your mackerel 
history from other 
limited access permits 

Prior to April 3, 2009, you must 
have retained the permit and 
landings history of a vessel that 
was issued a Federal mackerel 
permit that was valid on March 
21, 2007. 

Prior to April 3, 2009, the vessel 
owner retained the permit and 
landings history of a vessel that 
landed at least 1,000 Ib (0.4 mt) 
of mackerel in anyone calendar 
year between March 1, 1994, and 
December 31,2005. 

You must submit: 

• Baseline information (LOA, GRT, NT, 
HP) for BOTH the old and new vessels. 
The vessel that will be issued the permit 
must meet the upgrade restrictions. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: When is the application period open? 

You application for a limited access mackerel permit must be received or postmarked by 
February 28, 2013. You may not apply for a limited access mackerel permit after that date, so if 
you are interested in this permit, be sure to submit your application is postmarked by February 
28,2013. 

Q: What will happen on March 1, 2012? 

All vessels that are currently issued mackerel permits will be issued one of the new permits 
shortly before March 1, 2012. If we receive your application for a limited access permit by 
January 31, 2012, there will be time for us to review it and issue you limited access permit, if the 
vessel meets all of the eligibility criteria. All other vessels will be issued an open access 
mackerel permit shortly before March 1,2012. Unless your vessel is issued a limited access 
permit by March 1,2012, you will be limited to a 20,000-lb possession limit while your 
application is being reviewed. 

We will continue to review applications that are received after January 31, 2012, and will issue 
limited access permits to vessels as we determine they are eligible. 

Q: Can I be issued more than one type of mackerel permit? 

No, a vessel can only be issued one type of mackerel permit at a time. 

Q: Can I request my landings data from NOAA Fisheries Service? 

Yes. You can request landings data from us for any period oftime during which you owned the 
vessel, or for any period of time that you can prove with legal documentation that the prior 
owner authorized you to access his/her confidential landings data. Data requests should be 
submitted via email to FSO.Data.Reguests@noaa.gov or by mail to the following address: 

NMFSlNortheast Regional Office
 
DATA REQUEST
 
55 Great Republic Drive
 
Gloucester MA 01930
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Q: If I am denied a limited access permit, can I appeal that decision? 

Yes. You may appeal the decision, but the only grounds for appeal are that the information we 
used to determine your eligibility was incorrect. The appeal must be made in writing within 30 
days of the denial, and must include facts to support your claim of an incorrect decision. It is not 
sufficient to merely request an appeal. If you are denied a limited access mackerel permit, we 
will include instructions onhow to appeal in your denial letter. 

Q: What should I submit as proof of landings when I appeal? 

You may submit the following documentation to verify landings for your vessel(s): 

•	 Dealer reports submitted to NMFS. We should have dealer reports confirming your 
landings history on file if you have been selling mackerel to a federally permitted dealer, but 
you can also submit your own copies of dealer reports. 

•	 Dealer receipts that prove mackerel landings should be added to the vessel's landing history. 
Each dealer receipt should clearly identify the dealer name, mailing address, and list the 
landings date, the amount of macketellanded, and the landing vessel. 

•	 .Catch affidavits that prove that mackerel landings should be added to the vessel's landings 
history. You need to submit at least two catch affidavits from independent third party 
sources (e.g., dealers) on business letterhead or verified by a notary public. Each affidavit 
must include a current mailing address and phone number for the persons signing the 
affidavits. The date, vessel name and permit number, amount and species landed must be 
clearly written on the affidavit. More information on supplying catch affidavits will be 
provided during the appeal process. 

Q: Can I fish while my appeal is pending? 

Yes. If you didn't qualify for a permit at all and we accept your appeal, you may request a Letter 
of Authorization (LOA) to fish under the regulations for the limited access permit category for 
which applied. You will be able to fish under this LOA until a final decision on your appeal has 
been made. If you request an LOA, the request must be made in writing, must indicate the 
permit category you are appealing for, and may be submitted with your letter of appeal. 

If you did qualify for a permit and are appealing to change your permit category, you can fish but 
will be bound by the possession limits associated with the permit you are initially issued until we 
reach a final decision about your appeal. 

This small en/ity compliance guide complies wi/h sec/ion 212 of/he Small Business Regula/ory 
Enforcemen/ and Fairness Ac/ oJ1996. This no/ice is au/horized by /he Regional Adminis/ra/or 
oj/he Na/ional Marine Fisheries Service, Nor/heas/ Region. 
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