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M aking decisions that affect thou-
sands of individuals, families and 

businesses is serious business.  Collecting 
data that support those decisions is FSO’s 
business.  With thousands of vessels and 
dealers from Maine to North Carolina, the 
responsibility is far reaching and highly 
challenging.  Assembling and analyzing 
these data is the cornerstone of fisheries 
management. 

That’s FSO.  
In the Field and In the Office helping 
NOAA and industry steer a steady course. 
To learn more about FSO and NOAA, visit 
our website: 
                 www.nero.noaa.gov/fso 
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The Fisheries Statistics Office is a key component of 
NOAA Fisheries in the Northeast.  One of the office’s 
primary functions is to collect fishery data and biological 
samples.  These data are essential to the fishery man-
agement process. 

Both in the field and in the office, FSO works to provide 
NOAA and the fishing industry with accurate, reliable 
and timely data.  FSO operates 11 field offices covering  
states from Maine to North Carolina.  Each office is 
staffed with knowledgeable personnel who serve as the 
agency’s front line to the fishing industry.   

Under the direction of John Witzig, Ph.D., FSO’s central 
office is located in NOAA Fisheries’ Regional Office in 
Gloucester, Massachusetts.   

         

           For more information visit our website: 
 

 

W hat We Do and How:  The mission of the 
sampling program is to obtain raw data es-

sential to understanding the ages and the size distri-
butions of individual stocks of marine fish.  Field work 
provides the biological foundation for many fisheries 
assessments.  Biological data, which is collected in 
the field, are used in models designed to guide man-
agement decisions and future research. 

The age of monkfish is determined by counting marks 
that can be seen on the vertebrae, much like rings 
are counted on fish scales or on tree stumps.  Verte-
bra number 8 is dissected from the vertebral column 
and baked in a slow oven for several hours.  The bak-
ing helps define the rings by darkening protein bands 
within the vertebra.  The annual marks can then be 
counted with the aid of a dissecting microscope. 

A ge and Growth:  The graph above and 
the table below illustrate growth rates of 

Monkfish by geographic region.  Although 
southern fish grow faster and bigger, the growth 
rates for both regions are uniquely uniform and 
static throughout their life cycle adding approxi-
mately 10 cm annually. 

 

                      Monkfish 
         Length at Age by Area 
                Southern Northern 

        Age          Area   Area  

            (cm)             (cm) 
————————————————–———— 

           2                       18.5    17.9  

           3          25.9    24.3 

           4                       34.1    34.2 

           5          45.2    44.2 

           6          54.9                54.3 

           7                       64.9                65.0 

           8           75.9     76.6 

           9                       85.8          85.0 

          10        104.4  102.5 
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Sampling Coordinator Stephen Link, holding a 
monk fish, demonstrates state-of-the-art comput-
erized measuring equipment to NOAA field staff. 


