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ED @z} NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
S i P NORTHEAST REGION

One Blackburn Drive
Gloucester, MA 01930-2298

February 8, 2001

Dear Permt Hol der:

This letter istoinformyou that aninterimrule to extend, in tine, the Hudson Canyon South
and Virginia Beach Scal l op Cl osed Areas has been approved. The closures are effective from
March 2, 2001, through August 8, 2001. Pl ease note that the current closure of the areas
extends through March 1, 2001. This action was necessary to prevent an uncontrolled re-
openi ng of the areas. An action to open these areas, with controls, is under review and, if
approved, will supercede this closure.

No vessel mmy fish for, possess, or retain sea scallops in or fromthe Hudson Canyon South
and Virginia Beach Cl osed Areas through August 08, 2001. Vessels may transit these areas,
and vessels may fish for other species in the areas, provided scallop dredge gear on board
is properly stowed and not avail able for i medi ate use. For scallop dredges, “not avail able
for i mmedi ate use” nmeans that the towing wire is detached fromthe scall op dredge, the tow ng
wire is conpletely reeled up onto the winch, the dredge is secured and the dredge or the
winch is covered so that it is rendered unusable for fishing.

The Hudson Canyon South and Virginia Beach Closed Areas are defined by straight I|ines
connecting the following points in the order stated and a chart depicting these areas is
attached:

Hudson Canyon South C osed Area

Poi nt Latitude Longi t ude
HL...... 39e30" N 73e10° W
H...... 39e30" N. 72e30° W
H3...... 38e30" N. 73e30° W
H...... 38E40'" N 73e50° W

Poi nt Latitude Longi t ude
V1i...... 37e00" N T4E55' W
V2...... 37e00" N 7435 W
V3...... 36E25" N. T4E45" W
V4. .. ... 3625 N 74855 W

This letter is only a summary of the regul ations that have been inplenented. To read
these regulations in their entirety, you are encouraged to obtain a conplete copy by

calling (978) 281-9278, or by accessing the Northeast Regional Ofice s web page at:

http://ww. wh. whoi . edu/r o/ doc/ nero. htm

Si ncerely,

Patricia A Kurkul
Regi onal Adm ni strator

-
.-9?“?

MLy et



47

Atlantic Sea Scallop Closed Areas

e N N wu

Hudson Canyon
Closed Area

Virginia Beach
Closed Area

ans

Ge*



