
March 27, 2001

Dear Northeast Multispecies Dealer Permit Holder:

Effective April 1, 2001, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will end the deferral of
the Interactive Voice Response (IVR) reporting requirements for dealers with a Northeast
Multispecies permit for Atlantic cod and haddock purchases.  It has become increasingly
important that landings data for these species be collected on a real-time basis in order to monitor
these landings relative to the total allowable catch (TAC).  Therefore, all purchases of Atlantic
cod and haddock shall be reported by dealers weekly through the NMFS IVR call-in system.
Dealer to dealer transactions are not required to be reported, as the primary buyer is responsible
for reporting those purchases.

What is an IVR call-in system?
IVR stands for Interactive Voice Response.  IVR systems allow dealers to quickly and easily
report their weekly fish and shellfish purchases using a touch-tone telephone.  NMFS and several
state agencies operate IVR call-in systems.  Dealers holding Federal permits for any of the quota-
monitored species are required to report their purchases to the NMFS call-in system.  Dealers
located in states with their own quota monitoring systems may be required to report their
purchases to their state system, as well.

IVR Reporting Requirements
The quota-monitored species are Atlantic bluefish, summer flounder, black sea bass, scup, spiny
dogfish, Loligo squid, Illex squid, and, beginning April 1, 2001, Atlantic cod and haddock.
Dealers must call weekly to report purchases of these species by state.  If no quota-monitored
species were purchased during a given week, a negative report must be submitted through the
IVR system.  If at least one quota-monitored species was purchased and reported, a negative
report is not necessary for the other species.

Massachusetts Dealers
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts (MA) operates its own IVR system.  MA dealers holding
Federal permits for any of the quota-monitored species are to report their purchases through the
Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (MADMF) IVR system and do not need to report to
NMFS, if the species were landed in MA.  Quota-monitored species purchased by MA dealers
(first point of sale) landed outside of MA must be reported to the NMFS IVR call-in system.

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
NORTHEAST REGION
One Blackburn Drive
Gloucester, MA 01930



Reporting stock area of Atlantic cod and haddock
Effective April 1, 2001, with the end of the deferral of IVR reporting requirements for dealers
with a Northeast Multispecies permit, dealers will be asked to specify whether their purchases of
Atlantic cod and haddock were caught in the Georges Bank stock area or the Gulf of Maine stock
area.  If the stock area where the fish were caught is unknown, dealers should specify
“unknown”.  This will allow NMFS to better monitor the two stocks of Atlantic cod and
haddock, by improving our ability to provide more accurate landings statistics by stock area.
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NMFS IVR – Dealers located in all U.S. states except Massachusetts

All federally permitted dealers, except those located in Massachusetts, are required to
report their purchases of quota-monitored species weekly through the NMFS IVR
system.  Massachusetts dealers who purchase fish landed outside of MA must use this
system to report those purchases.  The quota-monitored species are: Atlantic bluefish,
summer flounder, black sea bass, scup, spiny dogfish, Loligo squid, Illex squid, and,
beginning April 1, 2001, Atlantic cod and haddock.

Purchases of quota-monitored species must be reported weekly.  The NMFS reporting
week begins on Sunday at 0001 hrs (12:01 AM) local time and ends Saturday at 2400
hrs (12:00 midnight).  A list of the NMFS week-ending dates and the week numbers
for 2001 is enclosed.  Reports to the NMFS IVR system must be submitted by
midnight Tuesday, three days after the end of each reporting week.  Dealers are
required to submit their first Atlantic cod and haddock IVR report by midnight
Tuesday, April 10, 2001 for purchases during the week of April 1 through April 7,
2001 (IVR week number 14).  A list of instructions for submitting weekly reports
through the NMFS IVR system is enclosed.

Weekly reports to the NMFS IVR system must include:
•  Federal Permit Number
•  Dealer’s Password / Code
•  State Code where fish were landed
•  Week Number
•  Species Code (by stock area if known, for Atlantic cod and haddock only)
•  Pounds Purchased
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MADMF IVR – Dealers located in Massachusetts

All federally permitted dealers located in Massachusetts (MA) are required to report
their purchases of quota-monitored species through the MADMF IVR system.
However, MA dealers who purchase fish landed outside of MA must use the NMFS
IVR system to report those purchases.  The quota-monitored species are as follows:
Atlantic bluefish, summer flounder, black sea bass, scup, spiny dogfish, Loligo squid,
Illex squid, and, as of April 1, 2001, Atlantic cod and haddock.  [Note that state
regulations may require additional reporting requirements.]

To submit reports through the MADMF IVR system call 1-800-532-FISH (3474).
Instructions for the MADMF can be obtained by calling Holly McBride (978) 282-
0308 ext. 104 or Tom Hoopes at ext. 112.



Additional information regarding the NMFS IVR system
This letter includes the weekly reporting instructions, species codes for Atlantic cod and
haddock, and the codes for each state.  Dealers who have not used the NMFS IVR call-in system
will be assigned a confidential and unique access code.  A code is enclosed in this packet for
those dealers.  Codes should be kept private and not disclosed to others.  In the event that you
lose your dealer code, please contact your local Port Agent (list enclosed) and they will be able
to provide you with your code.  When calling the Port Agent’s office for your code, please
supply your dealer permit number as well as your dealer name.  Dealer codes will only be
changed when a dealer is issued a new Federal Dealer Permit Number.

For additional information, please contact the following:
NMFS IVR information Fisheries Statistics Office (978) 281-9296 or

(978) 281-9209
MADMF IVR information Annisquam River Marine

Fisheries Station
(978) 282-0308
extension 104 or 112

Federal Permits NMFS Permit Office (978) 281-9370

Other reporting information Local Port Agent See attached list

Other reporting information Regional Office Email reporting.ne@noaa.gov

Information mentioned in this
letter

Fisheries Statistics Office
Website

http://www.nero.nmfs.gov/ro/
doc/nero.html

Sincerely,

John F. Witzig, Chief
Fisheries Statistics Office

Enclosures


