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Standards for Printing Vessel Trip Reports (VTRs) From On-Board Electronic Logbook (ELB) Systems  

Print On-Board Standards   
Except as provided below, the current requirements (50 C.F.R 648.7(b)(1)(i)) for completing and submitting 
VTRs will remain in effect, and NMFS programs for receiving and processing VTRs will be maintained. 

Automatically Filled Print-On-Board VTRs 
Automatically filled print-on-board VTRs may be used by a vessel, provided: 

1. The vessel is employing an ELB system that is able to meet the standards detailed below.  
2. The vessel owner or sector manager sends a letter to the Regional Administrator requesting to 

use an alternative, automatically filled, print-on-board form. 
3.  The letter explains exactly how the alternative form complies with current regulations and the 

standards detailed below.  
4. The letter explains that the vessel has the wherewithal to generate printed VTRs and comply with 

all report submission requirements.  
5. The dealer purchasing the vessel's landings is able to process the 14 digit VTR serial number/trip 

identifier.  

ELB Standards 
Any ELB considered for use by a vessel requesting to use the alternative print-on-board form must be capable of 
generating the form's data and print it according to the current VTR regulations and standards. The standards are 
as follows: 

1. Print individual form for each sub-trip (statistical area/gear type/mesh size). 
2. Distribute catch (landings and discard) according to actual catch for each sub-trip based on the 

captain's best-faith estimate of weights.  
3. If the ELB collects information at the haul level, the system must calculate the statistical area 

fished corresponding to the point location based on the start of the haul, and summarize those 
hauls to a sub-trip.  

4. If the ELB collects information at the sub-trip level, the system must generate the 
latitude/longitude where the majority of the fish was caught.  

5. Generate VTR serial number/trip identifier within system as follows:  
a. Must be a unique concatenation of the federal vessel permit number (6 digits) and the year (2 

digits), month (2 digits), day (2 digits) and hour (2 digits based upon military time) when the 
trip identifier was created in the order described above (for example, 123456 10 04 25 14).  

b. The year, month, day and hour portion of the trip identifier can represent any point during the 
trip between the time of sailing and time of landing. If a partial trip transmission occurs (e.g., 
daily catch reports), the trip identifier must be generated before any partial trips are 
transmitted.  

c. Must be generated at initiation of trip when it is to be included with VMS and/or hail reports 
where applicable.  

d. Once generated it cannot be changed as it becomes the critical link to identify the trip 
throughout all of the fisheries-dependent data collection systems.  

e. Where there are multiple sub-trips, the VTR serial number/trip id will increment by one (1), 
from the initial number, for each sub-trip (for example, 123456 10 04 25 15).  
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f. Must be provided to each seafood dealer to whom the vessel sells catch from that trip. If 
multiple sup-trips are generated from a trip, only the VTR serial number/trip id from the first 
page numerically is to be provided to the dealer(s).  

g. When a single VTR page does not provide sufficient room to record all detailed catch 
information, a continuation page must be generated.  A continuation page is a printed 2nd 
page containing the identical vessel identification information, identical trip dates / times, and 
identical serial number / trip identifier information as recorded on the first printed VTR page. 

6. Generate data according to the species and gear codes currently in use for the paper VTR forms. 
7.  The printed VTR form must address the following items:   

a. Must be laid out on the page to match the style and format of the Government provided VTR 
form, as revised March, 2010.  

b. Copies must be printed and signed prior to entering port at the end of the trip. Information not 
yet attainable such as the dealer name and permit number, and the date sold price may be 
completed later.  

c. Signed copies must be provided to each of the following:  
i. NMFS — one copy of each form used for the trip  
ii. Retained on-board vessel for one year and retained with business records for a total of 

three years  
iii. Local state agency — (if applicable)  
iv. Dockside monitor — (if the trip is selected for dockside monitoring) 
v. Sector manager — (if applicable) 

8. Dealers — The VTR serial number/trip identifier from the first page generated for a trip must be 
provided to each dealer first receiving fish from that trip. This can be done with a copy of the 
printed form or through other means so long as the information is transmitted accurately.  

Submitting Paper VTR Forms  
To submit paper VTR forms: 

1. Vessel operator/owner must submit the print-on-board form to NOAA Fisheries Service 
according to timeliness standards associated with the vessel's permit:  
a. Multispecies — Vessels that hold a multispecies permit must submit weekly VTRs, whether 

they are fishing on a multispecies trip or not.  Forms must be received or postmarked by 
Tuesday midnight.  

b. All other permitted vessels — monthly. Must be received or postmarked by the 15th of the 
following month.  

2. A paper form is required for every trip regardless of ELB system status. If a VTR form cannot be 
printed because of ELB system failure or other reasons, vessel operator/owner must use paper 
form supplied by NOAA Fisheries Service.  

3. Record retention standards must be maintained (i.e. 1 year on board & a total of 3 years 
available).  

4. Negative reports will be maintained and submitted according to current regulations and 
standards.  
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